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A big thank you to all the parents and staff whoôve 

helped get our year off to a wonderful start.  If I 

were to list all the ways in which volunteers help 

at our school, the list would fill up the entire 

newsletter! 

 

Also, a word of appreciation to the parents and 

staff who attended this yearôs first general PTA 

meeting.  We approved our 2007/2008 budget and 

Standing Rules, elected our Nominating Commit-

tee, added our Board Members at Large, and ap-

pointed our Acorn/Educator Award Committee.  

In addition, the PTA approved over $9,700.00 in 

grants.  These grants will provide Briarwood with 

additional reading books and other needed materi-

als, and will help fund programs such as the Briar-

wood Running Club and a salmon education pro-

gram. 

 

Our next PTA meeting will be a Board meeting 

held on November 5, from 6:30-8:00pm in the 

school library.  We encourage all PTA members 

to attend. (Just a reminderéonly Board members 

may vote at Board meetings.)  We will be discuss-

ing a variety of topics and receiving training on 

raffle guidelines. 

 

The month of November will busy!  The Food 

Drive will run November 1-19, the Book Fair will 

be held November 30-December 7, and the 

ñCrazy Hatò Ice Skating Party will take place on 

November 30.  Remember to continue the At 

Home Reading Program. (Record sheets for No-

vember are available on the PTA website, if 

needed.)  A handful of lucky readers will be the 

proud owners of shiny new bikes! 

 

Volunteer opportunities are still available.  You 

can find information on these openings in this 

newsletter, on the PTA website, and on the sign-

up sheets located in the school office. 

 

Watch for Simple Majority 4204 on the November 

6th ballot.  This measure could change the current 

levy voting system, which requires a 60% 

ñsupermajorityò in order to pass a school levy, to 

instead requiring a simple majority (or 50% +1) to 

win passage.  More information on this topic is 

available in the newsletter and on our website. 

 

Thank you to all our parents and staff who have 

joined Briarwoodôs PTA, thereby strengthening 

our voice and efforts.  Our goal is 100% member-

ship ï which is one adult for every child in school.  

To date we have 303 members, which is 70%.  

Please remember, if you havenôt already sent in 

your membership fee, there is still time.  For par-

ents who would like to support the PTAôs efforts, 

but cannot spare the time to volunteer, PTA mem-

bership is the perfect way to support our mission 

and goals WITHOUT ever having to leave your 

home.  We promiseéunless you WANT to volunteer, 
we will not expect you to help or even come to the meet-

ings, although we welcome active participation as well.   
 
Please call me at 425-226-1314 or email me at 

gkahler@netzero.net if you have any questions, or feel 

free to introduce yourself if you see me at school.   
Happy Thanksgiving! 

mailto:mailto:gkahler@netzero.net
http://briarwoodpta.com/formsdocuments.aspx
mailto:gkahler@netzero.net
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 Book fair Volunteers Needed  
The Scholastic Book fair starts Nov. 30th. We are in need of 

volunteers for school lunch time and after school shifts. 

Book fair dates are: Nov. 30th thru Dec. 7th. We will be 

open during all school lunches, recesses and after school. 

This is a fundraiser for the Briarwood school library.  

 

If interested in volunteering, please call Barb Parilla @ 206-715-9951 

or email the4p-s@juno.com.  

 
 

  Dear Briarwood Families, 

 

Thank You 

It is that time of year again to give thanks for all that we have. ñThanksò often 

come in many different ways and tend to extend beyond the school setting. On 
behalf of all our staff members at Briarwood, we want to extend a heartfelt thank 

you for the opportunity to work with your student(s) on a daily basis. We appre-

ciate all the little things that parents do (provide a loving and supportive home, 
structured routines, good nightôs rest, healthy breakfast, etc.) that help prepare 

their child(ren) to learn. We are grateful for the level of care and support each 

child from our community receives.  
 

As the principal of this magnificent learning community, I am thankful for the 

opportunity to work with such amazingly devoted teachers, staff members, par-
ents, and students. I feel truly blessed to work with these dedicated professionals. 

The degree of ñgivingò that occurs in our community is remarkable. From the 

daily volunteers that flood our school helping out in the classrooms to the PTA 
members that donate their valuable time, as well as providing nourishing meals 

for our staff members, we are grateful. 

 

Elementary Conferences 

A reminder that elementary conference time is just around the corner. Confer-

ence days this year will be held on Tuesday, Nov. 13 and Wednesday, Nov. 14 

(there is no school for students on these days). This is an invaluable time for 

teachers to share your studentôs progress so far this year and for you to have any 
questions answered. Your role in the education of your student is as important, if 

not more important, than that of their teacher. The encouragement and support 

you lend to your student(s), at home and in the classroom, makes a monumental 
difference. The better we can work together as a team, the better our end product 

will beéstudent learning. Thanks in advance for taking your valuable time to 

meet and talk with your childôs teacher about their academic progress. If you 
have not scheduled a conference yet please contact your childôs teacher as soon 

as possible. Reminderéfirst trimester report cards will be sent home with your 

student on Friday, Nov. 30. 
 

 

 

Staff Development 
Our focus at Briarwood remains on student learning. Staff development training 

started in October this year and we will center our attention on the implementa-

tion of our new Everyday Math curriculum. Staff has agreed to work with a 
dynamic elementary teacher that has taught the Everyday Math program for 

years. She is currently working as a consultant for Everyday Math directly work-

ing with many schools in our area. These work sessions will help to guide our 
instructional practices as we learn all the components of this program. This time 

is valuable and critical to our process. An enormous amount of learning can take 

place when we have the time to work with our colleagues in a collaborative fash-
ion. Adding the guidance from an outside professional will only enhance our 

quest for student learning.  

 

Safety Concerns 

We continue to be concerned about the safety of our students specifically during 

drop off and pick up time. We all know that space in our parking lot is limited 
but it truly is the safest place to pick up or drop off your student(s). Please con-

tinue to be careful and patient as you navigate your way through the parking lot 

before and after school. Pulling as far forward as possible along the curb and 
having students ready to exit/enter your vehicle considerably speed up the proc-

ess.  

 
Some folks are choosing to pull off the main road (134th Street) to drop off or 

pick up their students. This is creating an unsafe situation for our students as they 

exit their vehicle directly into traffic; the students then have to cross the road 

without adequate supervision. Please remind your student(s) to always use the 

crosswalk areas. We are currently working with the transportation department 
and we hope to find a means to improve the safety of our student(s) before and 

after school.  

 
We hope you all have a safe and wonderful holiday season. Thanks again for all 

you do in support of your student(s). 

Sincerely, 
 
Drew Terry  

Principal  

The Principalôs Page 
Drew Terry, Principal 

terryd@issaquah.wednet.edu, 425-837-5000 

mailto:mailto:the4p-s@juno.com

